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Start a fashion revolution 3fEREF=

the runway show on the second day

of Taipei IN Style (TIS), it must be
“dynamic.” The fantastical journey began
with a joint runway show organized by Sin-
gaporean designers Alfie Leong and Angela
Lim, which revealed two versatile spring/
summer collections with bold, contrasting
colors such as white, black, dark blue,
bright orange and mint blue on garments
with unconventional cuts evoking cutting-
edge styles.

Following the morning’s highlights,
another joint show, “Silk Road” by
Taiwanese designers Hsu Yen-lin and Alex-
ander King Chen, presented the adventure
of glamour. Chen, inspired by the purity
of Indian religions, showcased a series of
fabulous evening gowns representing grace
and luxury, while Hsu combined mysterious
Peruvian ethnic patterns in her new urban
chic spring/summer collection.

Next, the spotlight fell upon finalists for
the Taipei Fashion Design Award (TFDA), a
Taiwan design competition that started in
1987. A total of 16 finalists, whittled down
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from 500 competitors, competed onstage.
From innovative cuts to revolutionary
details, these up-and-coming designers are
not afraid to show their daring ideas, and
they are ready to shine in the fashion world.
This show ended on a high note when Chu
Chia-hsuan was named the winner with her
work titled “The Death of Soldiers.”

The last show — “A day | miss, our
mundane fragments” — marked an elegant
end to the day’s excitement. Taiwanese
designer Hsu Chiu-i unveiled her reflection
on people’s daily lives, building a bridge
for people to communicate with the natural
environment, the material world and dif-
ferent attitudes toward living. Combining
various colors, she redefined elegance
with the simple aesthetic of her collection,
leaving members of the audience in infinite
reveries. m
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Boundless mnovatlon fashion scouts

imothy Chen, chief executive
Tof Asia Fashion Inc., thinks that

Taipei IN Style (TIS) perfectly
encapsulates the emphasis on high
quality and taste shared by many people
from Asian countries. TIS will be a
choice launching pad for local products
taking their first step onto the interna-
tional stage. =
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aku Mizoguchi, executive officer
G for the New Business Planning
Group of Parco, thinks the styles
emerging from the fashion industry in
Taiwan are creative. Considering the
diversity of fashion elements showcased
at this year’s Taipei TIS, he also believes
that young designers in particular have
the potential power to bolster the local
fashion industry. m
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am Bydak, antiques expert
Sfrom the Canadian Collector

Roadshow, is surprised that the
materials seen in the fashion shows
combine with daily apparel. Therefore,
being fashionable and functional can be
accomplished at the same time. =
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Fashion Seminar » TETE

Plan rationally and build the right

business model E

esigners and those who attempt
D to launch their own business in

the fashion industry are lucky
nowadays. Two seminars at Taipei IN
Style, one on developing a merchandising
plan delivered by Deborah Peng, general
manager of Fablead Consulting, and the
other, “The Future of Taiwan’s Brands:
New Business Model? New Opportunity?”
by Koji Shimada, president of the Institute
of Business Development, offered profes-
sional market analysis and many useful
tips for would-be entrepreneurs.

Peng mentioned that despite “the
fast-changing consumer style,” it’s still
essential to comprehend and cater to
what customers want. She also suggested
that to have good sales one must strive
for adequate product positioning in the
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market. Both
speakers
placed
emphasis on
the consideration
of practical factors
before launching a product, for
instance, the importance of seasonal con-
ditions and consumer habits. “One should
always strive for the five rights: right mer-
chandise, right place, right quantity, right
price and right time,” said Shimada.

Tim Nien, creative director of plain-me,
a Taiwanese brand, attended Shimada’s
seminar and found the speaker’s insights
quite interesting. Nien is trying to expand
his business into mainland China, and the
knowledge and experience of Taipei IN
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Style guest speakers are sure to help him
dojustthat. m
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(Above) Deborah Peng, general manager
of Fablead Consulting conducts a seminar.
(Below) Koji Shimada, president of the
Institute of Business Development. =
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The power of new designers #iRt9H2

ew designers took the fashion
N stage by storm, presenting

new styles for fashion lovers
everywhere. If you crave a bit of
elegant French chic on the streets
of Taipei, then opt for the vibrantly
colored clothing of CRYSTAL WANG.

For those philosophical thinkers

slash fashion lovers, Athena Chuang’s
fall collection inspired by the Greek
philosopher Euclid is the fitting choice
for you. Dleet’s collection reconstructs
geometrical patterns to create a three-
dimensional look. Sevenfold’s clothing
by designer Steven Wu evokes the
story of this rebellious designer who
has shed some of his innocence since

last season.

The brand Andre Kao took home
second place in the Fashion in Taipei
contest with his aboriginal-style dress.
Meanwhile, the edgy unisex shoe col-
lection from WXY released its first pair
of shoes for every season in multiple
colors. Also, Dress Code’s unisex
loafers are meticulously crafted by
a team of six designers. Finally, the
Fashion Institute of Taipei offers urban
clothing created by dozens of local
designers. =
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